
Wanaka and the Haast Pass, New Zealand, 
 4-6 February 2015 

The trip over the Crown Highway from Queenstown to Wanaka was pretty spectacular. First, we 
decided to take a winery tour, and also stopped in to the associated creamery for a shared cheese board  
lunch. The winery, Gibbston Valley, is of particular note as the farthest location south where Pinot Noir 
is successfully produced. We quite enjoyed the wine tasting, and even left with a few bottles in the 
trunk. We did resist the cheeses, but have to show you a picture of a tee shirt that says it all.  

 

 
  Overlooking the Crown Highway….

 



We were delighted with our choice of airbnb at “Stone Cottage”, on Dublin Bay. We had a studio 
loft with a great view of Lake Wanaka.  The owner has two bnb loft units (we didn’t see the other guest). 
A very nice young family rents the main part of the house downstairs and apparently looks after the bnb 
units much of the time. The couple was from North America originally (she Canadian, he southern USA), 
and settled in Wanaka after a lot of travelling. The wife had just completed a four year direct entry 
midwifery course and is beginning in practice. She was telling us that home birth is actually quite 
common in Wanaka, as the nearest fully equipped maternity unit in their district is in Dunedin, 3 ½ 
hours drive away. If the mom to be wants or needs to deliver in hospital, she’ll likely go stay there 
before the birth, or have a midwife accompany her on the trip down. Deliveries in the car are not so 
uncommon.   

 

 

View from our window 

 

After getting settled, we walked a bit along the lake. 

 



 

Along Lake Wanaka. Note the trees literally growing in the water, below 

 
 



Later that evening, we had a mini-reunion with two fellow hikers, Anita and Robbie, from our trek on 

the Banks Peninsula last year. Anita invited us all to dinner and we had a grand evening catching up and 

getting to know their families.  These ladies had urged us to come to Wanaka, and they were right! 

Great weather (this is one of the lowest rain areas in NZ) and drop dead gorgeous scenery.  

The next  day was rainy, and we decided to take it easy – supermarket shopping for the meals we made 

at home, Ray got a haircut, worked on the blog, planned the rest of our journey etc. Friday, however, 

was a beautiful sunny day and we took off for a half day hike a bit outside of Wanaka in the direction of 

Mount Aspiring National Park. The Diamond Lake path circled around the lake and then ascended a 

small peak, Rocky Mountain, with  a great 360 degree of the lake and mountains.  

 

Diamond Lake – in the 1950s, the site of skating competitions, today, it rarely freezes  

 



 

Atop Rocky Mountain – above, looking towards Mt. Aspiring, below, overlooking Lake Wanaka 

 



 

 

On the way down Rocky Mountain 

 



 

Back past Diamond lake (above); The next day, visiting Robbie on our way out of Wanaka, her favorite 
mountain is in the background (below) 

 
 



We travelled to the West Coast via the Haast Pass, the lowest, and most recently completed (only in the 

1960s) of the three South Island east-west routes. It is named for Julius von Haast, a 19th-century 

explorer who was also geologist for the Provincial government of Canterbury and curator of the 

Canterbury Museum.  He, in a party of four men crossed the pass in the 1860s, but theyprobably were 

not the first Europeans to do so.  

Goodbye to Lake Wanaka 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julius_von_Haast
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canterbury_Region


 

. The Blue Pools – a short walk from the road going over the Haast Pass 

We took a bit longer walk off the road to Lookout point, where we saw views down to the West 
Coast, and some interesting flora, fauna, and geological features along the trail. 

   



 

 
 



 

 



Further on, we stopped for the view of the “Gates of Haast”.  
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Beginning up the West Coast from Haast (about the last of the sun we saw that day) 

 


