
Kaikoura New Zealand 16 Feb 2015 

We left Picton and headed straight for Blenheim to get Edie’s NZ phone straightened out at the 
local Spark office. Blenheim is quite a bit larger than Picton but low on the charm quotient. We did stop 
in at a Chocolate Boutique - saw some fondant making and got yummy tastes of a variety of the items 
on offer. And we left with a couple of boxes of chocolate for our airbnb hosts in Christchurch. They were 
very nice and did share the chocolate with us!  

The road south to Christchurch closely parallels the Christchurch-Picton railroad line, one of the 
two historical railroads on the South Island still in operation – apparently mainly for the tourist trade. 
The other is from Christchurch to Greymouth, going over Arthurs Pass. Both clearly have spectacular 
views but are quite expensive if you’ve already rented a car.  Many of the other railroad right of ways on 
the Island have been converted to bicycle trails, and some are definitely on our list for the next trip. 

We stopped for lunch in Kaikoura, half way between Picton and Christchurch. It was an 
attractive site for the Maori because of the abundance of food sources and many inter-tribal battles 
occurred there. The Europeans extensively whaled in the area, but they left enough whales to draw the 
tourists. The town name comes from the Maori for food + crayfish and most of the restaurants 
specialize in ….crayfish.  Edie had a salad with blue codfish – a NZ favorite for her and Ray a burger. And 
then we took an afternoon walk to explore the peninsula. It was high tide, so we started off on the 
headland route, with beautiful views and glimpses of the fur seals and of course, shags.   

 

Looking down from the headland at the sea and the shags 



 

And the rocks…. 

 
….and the cliffs. 



We came back via the beach and had some close encounters with the shags and the seals.   

 
Hello there! 

 
 



.  

 
Peaceful Co-existance

 
We think this guy is a well camouflagued mollymawk or maybe a mollyhawk (juvenile blackbacked gull) 



 

The last bit of the beach walk we did was supposedly passable only near low tide. We were only an hour 
or so after high tide, so we did get a bit wet going through one tricky part.   

 
At the end of the day… 



We drove into Christchurch as dusk fell after stopping for groceries just north of city. We felt like 
we’d arrived home!   A few shots are below of our hosts and the view from their living room.   

 

Sean, Vee and Ray over a typically shared supper – we’ve been pooling buying groceries and cooking, an 
unusual arrangement for an airbnb stay but one that is working well. We’re all learning new tricks!   

 

Nearing sunset – our room is in the wing of the house to the left in the picture above.  

 



 

Our nightly view of the lights of Christchurch. 

 

We’ve settled in, with Ray at the university weekdays. Edie has been going in to the university 
twice a week – every Tuesday when we are doing the scientific writing course for 15 or so PhD students 
and post docs, and another day when she holes up in the very pleasant central library to work on the 
book.  

We’d planned to do the 3 day Kaikoura Coastal Track on a weekend from Christchurch, but it 
now appears that it makes more sense to concentrate on day trips from our base here. We’re quite glad 
we had a taste of the Kaikoura coast on this short day hike, the Coastal Track and also swimming with 
the whales and the seals in the harbour will have to wait for another trip! We’ll be sharing pictures from 
our day trips in the next blog.  


