
Mexico City – 30 October to 8 November, 2016 
Dear Readers, 

After returning home from China on 1 October, we had an enjoyable Tishrei 

holiday season with our family in Israel, and then set off for N. America with multiple 

missions: 

1. Ray gave a lecture at a microwave short course in Philadelphia, which gave 

us the chance to visit Ray’s sister, niece, and grand-niece. 

2. Edie attended her 50th Reunion from Farmington High School in 

Connecticut, and we visited some of her cousins. 

3. Edie had a La Leche League conference in Mexico City. Except for an 

evening talk at the local chapter of Friends of Tel Aviv University, Ray had 

the opportunity to be a tourist. 

4. Ray left Edie in Mexico and had two days of business meeting near 

Washington, D.C., and dinner with a cousin. 

5. Ray joined Edie in Chicago, where we are now still waiting for the birth of 

Lilly and Nir’s first son (our 5th grandchild). This is taking longer than 

anticipated, so we postponed our homeward trip. 

6. On the way home we will visit Ray’s cousin in Toronto. 

Does it sound tiring? I’d like to say we will be home to rest shortly, but happily 

two additional grandchildren are schedule to be born in the coming months in Israel! 

Anyway, the following pages contain some photos from Mexico City and 

environs, and only a tiny bit of narrative. Enjoy! 

  



 

Day of the Dead in Mexico – overlaps Halloween, but of Aztec origin. Customs include 

costumes and parades with floats. 

 

Part of the time we stayed on or near Paseo de la Reforma, a wide up-scale avenue 

through the center of Mexico City. It’s named for the (civil) War of Reformation led by 

Juarez, which led to stripping the Catholic Church and the Army of its stranglehold on 

the Mexican economy and civil life. The Day of the Dead parade floats above was on 



Paseo de la Reform. The buildings and monuments below are either on Reform, or 

nearby. 

  

 

View from our hotel at night 



 

 



 

 

Deco-art Palacio de Bellas Artes 



 

 

Residual earthquake damage – note the separation between the buildings. 



  

 



 

Our hotel in reflection. Your photographer, in reflection. 

 



Pics from a stroll through a local market. 18 Peso=$1. 

 

 



 

One of the highlights of our trip, on a day that Edie had free, was to join another couple 

on a tour of the pyramids of Teotihuacan, a 40 min trip to the N.W. of Mexico City. 

This impressive city is thought to have been established around 1000 BCE. At its 

pinnacle in the early part of the previous millennium, it had a population of 125,000, 

making it the 6th largest city in the world at that time. It was destroyed ~500 CE. Our 

guide, Gershon (who curiously was born in Israel, and was so named by his mother 

who fully understood its biblical meaning), is an archeologist, and explained that much 

of the naming of the various monuments in the city is erroneous. 

  



 

So called Pyramid of the Sun in the background. 

 

The ancient city spread out over the plane. Only a small fraction has been excavated. 



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

 

Pyramind of the Sun on the right, Pyramid of the Moon at the end of the avenue, 

mountain in the background. 



Part of the time in Mexico City we stayed in the southern portion, walking distance (for 

those who like to walk) to the Cuicuilco archeological site. The site was covered in 

lava, possibly from an eruption of a nearby volcano, during the 1st century BCE.  

 

 

My walking companion, Martin, and the Cuicuilco pyramid in the background. 



 

 

 



Some fauna and flora in the vicinity of Cuicuilco. 

 

 



 

 



At Fuentes Brotantes, also near our hotel. 

 

 


